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Where the Seine flows swiftly down past many a little
island, and fringed by woods, there rises a hill, standing
back from its right bank, which overlooks the castle.
The castle itself stands upon a sharp rock which rises
sheer from within a few yards of the river. A bridge
now crosses the Seine to the southward of the castle.
Somewhat below it are three isknds. Across one of
these the bridge passed in the thirteenth century, and a
fort on the same island protected the way.
From the river-bank the castle which King Eichard
built is impregnable. A lake or large marsh then
separated Great from Little Andely, and protected the
fortress from any attack on that side. Only from the
near hill, which commanded the foreworks of the castle,
could attack be made with any prospect of success. On
this side the massiveness and complexity of the work is
stupendous. First comes a deep trench, then a strong
fort with walls ten feet thick. This was separate from
the main fortifications. Here, besides the ditch, which was
more than forty feet deep, cut from the solid rock, the
walls were protected by the sharp cliffs on which they
rose. The enclosure was large, and had not only towers
and bastions, which were suitable for dwelling-houses as
well as defensive works, but also casemates underground,
supported by lofty pillars, and a chapel and cellar added
by John in 1202. This vast enclosure, strong though its
defences were, had the disadvantage of being commanded
by the outer fort, so that if that were taken it would
become difficult to hold against a force well provided
with military engines. Within its walls, and protected
by a deep trench, rose the citadel. It had Seventeen
semicircular bastions, separated from each other by less